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Mare information is available

y calling the park at (479) 761-3325

r by e-mailing harryharmnish@
kansas.gow

ithrow Springs site
of paddling, events

Withrow Springs State Park near
tsville will sponsor several ac-

ies today and Friday.
e Kayak Adventure program
be 15 pm. today on War Eagle
ek Ins tructors will teach basic
and paddling techniques be-
leading a five-mile float trip.

“ipants should bring water. sun-
n and shoes suitable for wading.

st is $20 and preregistration is

W1,
idedl'w:'jldﬂmwer walk will be
pam. Friday, beginning at the
00d Trailhead. "
pm. Friday at the Keith Ham
on, park interpreters will pres-
e Skins and Skulls program on
te found in the park.
wildflower and wildlife pro-
are f[ree.
> iInformation is available by
the park at (479) 5§59-2593.

nday is deadline
nting applications
ations for the 2008 private-

hunting season are due

permits are available, and
awarded June 28 during
Buffalo River Elk Festival

ts must be Arkansas
d hold a valid resident
3 license. Applicants un-

= not required to have a

nust hold a valid hunter
rtificate.

nation is avauable
at (800) 364-4263 or

w.agfc.com.

pating course
Jarling center

er education course

and June 19 at the

River Val-

'tEI'iﬂBaI'liﬂg-

-9 pam. each evening
ation is i Par-
attend sessions

srtificate ofmmpleﬁﬂn.
teaches the funda-

> boating, Under v
anyone born on or af-
must have completed
surse and carry proof

e a motorboat or sail-

¢ within the state.

hation is available by

iter at (m) 452-3993.

center offers
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Ken Smith of Fayetteville admires a panoramic view of the
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- eroded face of Kimball Bluff is a scenic

o Il

alo River that highlights a small section of the new trail between Dillards Ferry and Spring
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Some pain,
great gain

Steep climb on new trail
pays off with scenic view

BY BUDDY GOUGH
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

[LLARDS FERRY — The new section of the

Buffalo River Trail is an outdoors version of a
stair-climbing machine, but it won't leave hik-
ers huffing and puffing with aerobic boredom

like those contraptions found in fitness centers.
The six-mile trail from the Arkansas 14 bridge over the
Buffalo National River at Dillards Ferry to Spring Creek

Road includes 288 stone steps leading from Kimball Creek
to the rim of Kimball Bluff.

The 400-foot climb certainly presents hikers with a
decision: which way to take the trail. From the Dillards
Creek Road, the trail goes up. Depending on fitness and
ﬂmmﬂiﬁm_dmluﬂﬂhhihﬂswm bly have. .
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Alkanasa Damocmt GaretaBUDY GO X 1%
Rick Davis (1o and Hichard MeFadden of Conway flollow Ken Smith down (ha begin
ng of the 288 s Nea Ihal maka Up e .-ﬁh; major difficulty along the trall

. J"aIIIIIHH Ihlr.'r‘ (n h |||1_' were ”I-’H]}'

B"ffa'o R'ver who h'.‘“ﬂ"i] bulld the tradl over the past
<+ years, the foremost being Ken Smith

L l:nl-n.*iﬂlli_'!li from Fage 16 ol }-i-j.'l I'll“-l”"- whi ¢ llilhIIiLIH‘TI [].’lt‘ work
enic  of the yolunteer crews on behalf of the

Either way, there ix plenty of s
Deauty fo provide inspiration Ozark Society.

Such were the assurances given Sun starting in 2004, the Dillards Ferry-
day morming when menibers of the Ozark  Spring Creek Road Trail was destined to
society and staff of the Bufalo National  be part of a 26-mile extension of the Buf-
River gathered beneath the Arkansas 14  falo River Trall trom the U.S. 65 bridge
bridge for a ribbon- utting ceremony to  near Tyler Bend to Dillards Ferry. Smith

officially open the trail to the public was Instrumental in ].i}'ing._f, out the route,

and when it came time for the work to
begin, he decided to put the last stretch

first because of its many natural features

and panoramic views of the river.

He was cager sSunday to personally
show off some of the best parts,

Also in attendance were Gerhard and
Danielle Laule of Shawnee, Okla. Ger-
hard Laule did volunteer work on parts

| he ¢ Oouple gEnve the trail rave reviews
from the perspective of having hikecd
ITansy H-I}Il'l" frutls .I_rl'l:':rlf.f the river, "“';'.h!
ing the Old River Tral] and the Buflalo
I\‘I"\i'! Tral Irom Stee] | reck to Kvie's
Landing

A k

Ardi vty MOCTRS-{daret Y G H It was a terrific hil ",'llt!1IT'!!l'l e
Borhard and Danlelle Laule of Shawnes  Said. “I loved the bluffs and the big views
da., mt d the naw six-mile trall ns a of the Huflalo River"

hrmine” ke with

welnary comparable to

ihe best trails along the Buffalo Hiver the stairs,

Except for that one steep
place, the rest of the trail

TRAIL SAMPLER

After that review. not

.-Cnnw:y_,-. we drove south

on Arkansas M for a couple
of miles and turned onto a

end of the road, Smith led flies.

_ the high ridge, a deep, wide canyon appearing through  brown hues.
_ T :f:;:rgg::iiitc:sec%rd wrlh the trees on the right sﬂf of the trail. At As we explored a stretch of the bluff,
Arkss16as ”“"“Z?LMJ’J ";f R 7 tha Yeew tradl 1 one m;im, t‘gg m? t:ﬁpen ;gd tndmal an fouu;git:ra cﬂ::nt:if lé behlind us and
d biooming wildfiowers 250 rt of the trail to  expansive view of the woode canyon. pa neatn the Close enough
?’llll I:cm ﬂnﬂ long a section of trail hiked recently G rdr;hlf fid ]::ﬂ and below Smith said that we were overiooking the E’)
. giong the Buffalo River.

around during the ribbon-cut- his 23 years of dedication to trails along  from

Arkansas 14 bridge over the river near Arkansas 14 bridge and Spring Creek ana,

Cbaefice Kl

st pamer—— |

e, - the Buffalo River, Smith thanked the Wisconsip;

ting tﬂ_"ﬂllfl[l} hatull‘:i%';;i:';ﬂlﬂ many other volunteers who worked to  from Cy (
cate and ;_‘Um"' 'E:E}’r:;ﬁegjfﬂ Trail at the complete the trail section between the and Oklahoma; four each from Indi-
section of the Bufl

s B
.....

LOCATION Dillards F‘rprn r(l?-.g N

kansas 14 brdgas)y 15

Creek R

DISTANCE 6.1 miles
DESCRIPTION The trall Dro-
Vides many scenic features and
views along the Butfalo River
and the Kimball Creek draln-
King Is easy, except
series of 288 steps
about 14 miles from the Spring
"I was concerned about them, but ] Greak-ﬂoad-Trail i
made it up them just fine. ACCESS Dillards Ferry Tral-
head: near the south end of

Was pretty easy,” she said. the Arkansas 14 bridge. Spring

age, The hi
Naturally, she mentioned ascending fora SIQED

us through the woods to Dominating

Trail at a glance
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Even so0, we saw
rough, narrow forest road , ‘
[imtﬁmd been used by work cum;iﬂnwers nti}l in E _
Tews during trall construc-  surprise was geeing a
:ifr:w o weed called butterfly
ﬁ;fter parking at the its name,

head. Y= 4.
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hem all, § in- | 1.7 miles to the trailhead sign on
flf,i'_-’-ﬂh[.:fﬁqim,:ﬂ added, | sign marking the boundary of the Buffalo National River
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Trail dedication thanks volunteers from 27 states

e hille ingle-handedly built came severy]
' GOUGH of Yellville, who single-
uﬁﬂﬂi'ﬁ?ﬂﬁ H':l;l :.Jn;l!'nr 1.958 feet of trail. i |

i lenty of thanks to go After receiving a plaque honoring Out-of-state volunteers included 23
T were was ple (

times for stays of two to

§ 20 from Illinois; 12 from

10 from Missourt; five each
fornia, Connecticut, Ohio

_ Louisiana and Pennsylva-

Road. e G ?13, and fower Iﬁ;{m Lﬂli)fﬂd;:[ ngﬂd&

Harriet. ,_ ' WETO em- Those included Ozark Society mem- YOTRIA, Jowa, entucky, Michigan,

On hand ;’:;:r ;iﬁ;;;tfﬁz::ht\:ﬁ rE;w ¢ bers and volunteers from Arkansas, Minnesoty, Mississippi, Ntbmka,%m

ployees of the { the Ozark Society, rep-  Missouri and Oklakoma who regularly Mexico, Oregon, South Carolina, Ten-
and members W : i‘:’ﬂ; partners in the showed up for work weekends. ' nessee ung i ryinia.

resenting the primary Praise also went to p::}rurn includ- Rather thy adhering to the rule of

tm!% T:f:;ﬂgwd out for special recog-  ing the American Hiking Soc

| ety Sierma M*mfm-,l' in the hacktmmh'}s the
nition included Ozark Society member  Club and Wilderness Volunteers, who

VORinteers g.cht to leave a} :
Smith of PFayetteville, who coordi- camped out during week-long work  trai 10 be g oyed by all Nm
Ttﬂi tlmh:- vohinteer work on the trall for  sessions. Ozarks

> { Mg tional River  Altogether, 137 volusiteers from 27 Mitty ape o pected to return to help
.th" q.& 2 ﬁmﬁfjjﬁ,} ﬁ;ﬁ ng, who states and one from England sl}i_awved build an lzi;-‘i‘-ﬂ 20 miles of trafl be-
mwfgzﬁfm bullding of bundreds of up for the work weeks, paying their own

tWeen LS ¢ ot Tyler and the newly
stofie steps along the trall and Jim Liles  travel and camping expenses. Many  deds |U.5, b

— o

PR m— SRS T

ey |4-

Arkansas Democrat-Gazena/BUDDY GOUGH
A botanical delight seen along a section of trail
along the Buffalo River were butterflies attracted
10 a bright-orange milkweed.

ting that tha hik i | Creek Road Trailhead: From the
:;]';,._":f;”u;_ Ry LU0 bridge, go south on Arkansas 1 4 for 3.8 miles. Just past a sign indicating the Spring
“Scenery-wise, this trail Creek Access to the

E:;mg canoes looked as tiny as water
even a painfully twisted ‘\J . _
ankle could kee

me from us has a good representation of the
hobbling behind Smith to ety of features you

view a sample of the trail’s trail,” Smith said.
hlgh]lghtl.b Richard M mHmu
ined ard Mc- o

| h‘t{m Rick Davis of llmmghtrmlﬂ‘ |

S Rty !".’2.':- r*i :, B, .' 1 ' I_,
plenty of purple™== 't o down £
oom. A pleasant came to the base of Ki
right-orange milk-  up to 100 feet

weed that, true to  lar and hi eroded fac
Was attracting several butter- Umestunhw

e and dolomite. The sandstone

layer forming the bulk of the bluff was
the view, however, was

especially striking for jts orange and

el

..-*_-. !

Arvarsas Damoc gt CaretaBUDDY GOUGH
Dillards Ferry and Spring Creek Road.

“This bluff line goes along the entire
length of this side of the canyon and

up, but right here is
find, and that's wh

I U0 10 Dave -'.'..1
‘}lr_' -'Il'--.-;.,,.-:-’ }‘ﬂ.:‘rh =
i
ijﬂ-'-'i'nl!';f | ck WE returned o

' 1 e

ol
’.FE]'L of the thufi and evVersed course « 0
the trail, COnUnuIng past where we had
started and foll wing the trail through a
wooded areq,

“When | was laying out the trafl | was
thinking this part was pretty blah, bus
that was before | saw this” Smith said as
he stepped out onto a promontory atop

mball Bluff and spread his arms wide
10 a spectacular view

Far below and stretching wide to the
right and left was the green ribbon of
the Buffalo winding through its wild and
rugged valley.

Following the trail along the rim of
the bluff, we continued to be rewarded
with impressive views of the river, where

rustnlwartbcirmmmmn.'mewmﬂ;

and go six-tenths of 3 mile to a big pan- |
Oramic view or start from Mk%
road and go about 1 miles to reach the v
top of Kimball Bluff” he suggested. ¥
it will probably be many years be-
fore the other 20 miles of the Buffalo

River Trail extension are complete, bugy

the small part of it seen Sunday made it
clear that putting last first was a good
decision.
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